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Canton area and later received her Licensed 
Practical Nursing Degree from Hinds Commu-
nity College in 1972. Mrs. Nichols has spent a 
great majority of her lifetime actively partici-
pating in the Civil Rights struggle. She began 
her involvement in 1965 when she became an 
intricate voice in the Voter Education/Registra-
tion Movement in Canton. Many local mentors, 
such as the late Ms. Annie Devine, taught her 
pivotal information on organizing movements 
towards the integration of public facilities and 
schools. Her efforts were rewarded in the es-
tablishment of Freedom Schools and the suc-
cessful organization of boycotts and civil rights 
demonstration in the area. 

In 1968, Annie married Attorney John An-
drews Nichols, who was Canton’s first Black 
attorney and first Black to run for Mayor for 
the City of Canton. Mrs. Nichols gave birth to 
four (4) children: Andrea, April; Alexis, and 
Adam. Mr. and Mrs. Nichols both pursued po-
sitions in public office; unfortunately, they were 
both defeated. Despite much opposition from 
the whites in the community, she and her hus-
band continued their quest for equality and 
civil rights by participating in the March to 
Washington, DC and voicing concerns for con-
tinued funding of the Head Start Program. 
Through her struggles, she was afforded the 
opportunity to work alongside legendary fig-
ures of the Civil Rights Era, including James 
Meredith and Fannie Lou Hamer. 

Her community outreach expands to a num-
ber of civic organizations in which she is in-
volved, such as Founder of the ‘‘Let’s Talk 
Cancer’’ support group of Canton, commis-
sioner of the Canton Housing Authority, Presi-
dent of the Eastside Neighborhood Watch As-
sociation, and a member of the Women for 
Progress. Mrs. Nichols has been honored with 
Excellence in Leadership Awards and con-
tinues to be a model for hard work and dedi-
cation in her community through volunteering 
with the Triple C and the Canton PTSA. 
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HONORING DR. REGINALD RODGES 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 14, 2011 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the distinguished life 
of Dr. Reginald Rodges who in 1997 was the 
youngest African American to graduate with a 
doctorate from Parker College of Chiropractic. 

In 1998 he obtained his license to practice 
and opened the Mid-Delta Chiropractic Clinic. 
During that same year he was severely injured 
in an automobile accident where he sustained 
a broken neck and severe damage to his right 
hand and legs and underwent rehab for a 
year. He refused to give in to his disability and 
be a burden on society and in 1998 resumed 
practicing chiropractic. 

In 2002 J&R Chiropractic was created to im-
plement his innovative ideas and philosophies 
which laid the foundation for the opening of 
Chiro/Elite Natural Pain and Health Center. 
This facility specializes in three unique areas 
of service; herniated disc in the cervical and 
lumbar spine; fitness/gym; and nutritional 
weight loss center. 

Dr. Rodges realized there was a void in the 
black community relative to fitness and weight 
loss in the Mississippi Delta. Through his inno-

vative health practices he has enhanced the 
health and lives of his patients, and the first in 
the Mississippi Delta to address issues with 
the morbidly obese and obese. 

His facility caters to a diverse population 
with varied socio-economic backgrounds. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Dr. Reginald Rodges and his 
dedication to the Mississippi Delta citizens in 
his health endeavors. His career has touched 
and is touching the lives of people both youth-
ful and aged. 
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H.R. 359, TO REDUCE FEDERAL 
SPENDING AND THE DEFICIT BY 
TERMINATING TAXPAYER FI-
NANCING OF PRESIDENTIAL 
ELECTION CAMPAIGNS AND 
PARTY CONVENTIONS 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 14, 2011 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, with the pas-
sage of H.R. 359, House Republicans voted 
today to give corporations and other special 
interests even more power to influence Amer-
ica’s elections. I strongly oppose this legisla-
tion and will continue working to restore trans-
parency and balance to our country’s broken 
campaign finance system. 

H.R. 359 terminates the Presidential Elec-
tion Campaign Fund, which was created in re-
sponse to the campaign corruption exposed 
by the Watergate Scandal. The voluntary 
PECF allows taxpayers to set aside $3.00 of 
their federal taxes so that eligible candidates 
spend less time fundraising from special inter-
ests. H.R. 359 eliminates an important option 
citizens now have to support fair federal elec-
tions and takes another, worrisome toward 
corporate control of U.S. elections. 

Many non-partisan organizations strongly 
oppose H.R. 359 and are raising alarm about 
the consequences of its passage. The League 
of Women Voters said the Presidential Elec-
tion Campaign Fund ‘‘has substantially re-
duced corruption and the appearance of cor-
ruption in the executive branch’’ since its cre-
ation, and ‘‘has given average citizens and 
small donors a critically important role to play 
in funding presidential campaigns and pro-
vided more meaningful choices to voters.’’ 
Minnesotans agree. My home state has one of 
the most successful public campaign finance 
models in the nation, one that has provided 
real incentives toward limiting campaign 
spending. The bill before us today is a direct 
contradiction of Minnesota values, and I urge 
my colleagues to oppose it. 

H.R. 359 is the second major assault on 
free and fair elections in the past year. The 
U.S. Supreme Court decision in Citizens 
United v. Federal Election Commission de-
clared corporations have the same free 
speech protections granted to individuals. I 
completely disagree with the Court’s decision, 
but the result of this decision is now clear— 
the floodgates are open to waves of special 
interest money in federal elections. The few 
protections that existed in law have been re-
moved. In response, Democrats in Congress 
introduced the DISCLOSE Act to ensure 
Americans knew who was paying to influence 
their vote and to prevent foreign corporations 

and governments from funding U.S. elections. 
I voted for the DISCLOSE Act (H.R. 5175) 
when it passed the Democratic-led House in 
2010. Unfortunately, Republicans in the Sen-
ate blocked the DISCLOSE Act from passage. 

America’s elections are for the American 
people. Unregulated corporate spending and 
new barriers to citizen-contributions will lead to 
more of the negative campaign ads and less 
citizen inspired democracy. I strongly disagree 
with the drive to corporatize America’s elec-
tions which is an obvious priority for my Re-
publican colleagues. It is fundamentally anti- 
democratic to fight to protect corporations’ 
right to free speech while voting to prevent 
citizens from making their voices heard in the 
political process. 
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CONGRATULATING CALLIE M. 
COFFMAN ON HER 20TH ANNI-
VERSARY 

HON. DALE E. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 14, 2011 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the 20th anniversary of my Chief of 
Staff, Callie M. Coffman. Twenty years ago 
today, I made one of the best decisions o my 
career by hiring a young, intelligent and ambi-
tious intern to join my staff. I was so im-
pressed by her work that after she graduated 
from the University of Michigan I asked her to 
join my permanent staff. Over the years, Callie 
worked her way up from interning to running 
my entire office. On the wall next to Callie’s 
desk, she still has the original letter I sent to 
her offering her an internship. 

It is not often that we get to celebrate a 
staffer’s 20th anniversary on the Hill, espe-
cially in the same office. Over the years, I 
have seen many talented staff come and go. 
Today, I am thankful that Callie decided to 
stay and dedicate the last 20 years working 
for the people of mid-Michigan. Over the years 
Callie has put her mark on almost every legis-
lative issue in my office. She has been instru-
mental in accomplishments such as welfare 
reform, reauthorization of Child Nutrition pro-
grams, the Higher Education Act, the Individ-
uals with Disabilities Education Act and the re-
authorization of Head Start and Early Head 
Start programs. 

It is a testament to her character and ability 
that she rose to become Chief of Staff. It is 
not only important to find staff with a good 
head, but also a good heart and Callie is 
blessed to have both. I am fortunate to have 
had Callie on my staff for the last 20 years. 
Today, I want to thank her from the bottom of 
my heart for her service, friendship and loy-
alty. 
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OPPOSING FAILURE TO EXTEND 
TAA 

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 14, 2011 

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to la-
ment the expiration of the improved Trade 
Globalization Adjustment Assistance Act en-
acted in 2009. By refusing to extend this, the 
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Republicans have severely undermined the ef-
fectiveness of this vital program that helps 
people who have lost their jobs due to trade. 

TAA has had bipartisan support for fifty 
years. There are workers in all 50 states who 
received assistance under this legislation. TAA 
ensures that we support American workers 
when their jobs are shipped overseas. It pro-
vides these workers training for new jobs, 
health coverage and assistance with their job 
search. 

The 2009 reforms brought TAA into a new 
era so that service sector workers could also 
benefit from the program. This improved pro-
gram allowed workers who lost their jobs to 
China or India, and not just countries with 
which we have a Free Trade Agreement, to 
benefit from the program. It also expanded the 
health coverage tax credit to 80% from 65% of 
premium costs and granted an extra 26 weeks 
of income support for workers in training. 

In just the last eighteen months, over 
400,000 workers qualified for benefits under 
the TAA program, and nearly 27,000 of them 
are in California. Nearly half of those workers 
qualified under the provisions adopted in 
2009. These new, expanded benefits have 
now expired because of Republican inaction. 

The Republican majority is focused on cut-
ting $100 billion from the budget, voting on 
Patriot Act wiretaps, and taking away health 
care from millions of Americans. What they 
aren’t doing is helping workers. By allowing 
the 2009 TAA reforms to expire, the Repub-
licans have once again demonstrated that 
their priorities are out of line with the needs of 
ordinary Americans. 

We owe it to these hundreds of thousands 
of workers to support them when their job 
moves overseas. I urge the Republican lead-
ers of Congress to bring an extension of 
Trade and Globalization Adjustment Assist-
ance Act of 2009 to the floor as quickly as 
possible. 
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INTRODUCING LEGISLATION TO 
AMEND THE INTERNAL REVENUE 
CODE OF 1986 TO MODIFY THE IN-
CENTIVES FOR THE PRODUCTION 
OF BIODIESEL 

HON. MAZIE K. HIRONO 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 14, 2011 

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
introduce legislation that extends to the end of 

2016 the $1.00 per gallon biodiesel tax credit 
and the additional $0.10 per gallon tax credit 
to small agri-biodiesel producers. Extending 
the biodiesel tax credit for another five years 
will provide the certainty and stability in the 
marketplace that is needed to encourage com-
panies to invest in the development and pro-
duction of biodiesel. 

Companies throughout the United States 
have emerged as pioneers in this growing re-
newable energy sector. The founder of Ha-
waii’s Pacific Biodiesel observed that large 
quantities of used cooking oil were going di-
rectly to a local landfill and proposed con-
verting this restaurant waste into biodiesel in 
order to fuel the landfill’s generators. This is 
but one example of how an innovative idea 
can turn a problem into a solution. By pro-
ducing a more sustainable and environ-
mentally friendly fuel, companies like this one 
have helped Hawaii—the most oil-dependent 
state in the country—become more energy 
self-sufficient. In addition, producers like these 
not only diversify our domestic energy portfolio 
but also boost our local economies by creating 
jobs for biodiesel production and distribution 
as well as for feedstock farming and collec-
tion. 

President Obama noted in his recent State 
of the Union speech that he supports incen-
tives to invest in and develop the biofuels in-
dustry in order to break our country’s depend-
ence on oil. This legislation takes us a step 
forward to achieving that goal. 
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INTENT TO OFFER AN 
AMENDMENT ON H.R. 1 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 14, 2011 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, at the ap-
propriate tin during the debate on H.R. 1, the 
Full Year Continuing Appropriations Act, I plan 
to offer the following amendment to amend 
Page 303 of H.R. 1 by striking lines 3 through 
9 and inserting the attached language. 

This amendment would fully restore all fund-
ing to the Corporation for Public Broadcasting 
(CPB) that H.R. 1 aims to eliminate. A portion 
of this funding would provide CPB with the 
funds necessary to assist with the transition to 
digital broadcasting, provide for the costly in-
frastructure and maintenance that connects 

rural to urban, and assist with radio inter-
connection. 
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RECOGNIZING THE GENESEE DIS-
TRICT LIBRARY’S BLACK HIS-
TORY MONTH BRUNCH 

HON. DALE E. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 14, 2011 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I ask the House 
of Representatives to join me in congratulating 
the Genesee District Library as it celebrates 
the 10th Annual Black History Month Brunch 
on Saturday, February 19th in Grand Blanc 
Michigan. 

Proceeds from the Brunch help fund the 
Genesee District Library’s Summer Reading 
Program. The Library operates this program at 
its 19 locations with 5,000 young people par-
ticipating. This year the program will feature 
renowned gospel singer, Vickie Winans, and 
jazz recording artist Randy Scott. 

The Genesee District Library will also 
present six individuals from Genesee County 
with the Award of Excellence. These individ-
uals have made significant contributions to the 
community and provide inspiration to future 
generations. These individuals are: Dr. George 
Ross, a Flint Northern High School graduate 
who is the first African-American President of 
Central Michigan University; former state rep-
resentative and educator, Genesee County 
Commissioner Brenda J. Clack; Floyd Clack, 
former state representative and educator, cur-
rently an Eastern Michigan University Regent; 
Samuel Cox, owner and operator of three area 
McDonalds Restaurants; Dr. Reginald G. 
Flynn, pastor of Foss Avenue Baptist Church 
and community activist; and Judge Tracy Col-
lier-Nix of the 68th District Court and the sec-
ond African-American female to join the Gen-
esee District Bar Association. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate the Genesee 
District Library for showcasing Black History 
Month through its recognition of these out-
standing citizens and providing a nurturing en-
vironment for all generations to contemplate 
new ideas, discover new skills, encounter new 
cultures, and develop the enthusiasm to work 
for a brighter tomorrow. 
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